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“My Soul Is Troubled”				John 12: 20-33
     a homily by Mel Williams
     Watts Street Baptist Church
     April 6, 2003 (Lent 5)
 
We have come to worship today to celebrate the Lord’s Supper and to hear the classic words of the Mass, sung in a delightful updated jazz setting. (Robert Ray’s “Gospel Mass”) In the text we are surrounded by words of faith, hope and prayer. In John’s Gospel today we hear about some people asking to see Jesus, and he tells them, “My soul is troubled.” He begins talking about his death as the way to new life. He says, “Whoever serves me must follow me.” He says, “If I am lifted up, I will draw all people to myself.”
 
We’ve come here because we are drawn to Jesus. We’ve come to declare that our highest commitment is to Jesus. But his path is difficult. We follow a Lord who has deployed us and given us our orders: “Love your enemies. Never return evil for evil. Those who live by the sword will die by the sword.” Our country is now in a dreadful war that is taking the lives of thousands of people and creating unbearable heartache and long-term consequences that are frightening. 
 
Along with Jesus, our souls are troubled about what this war is doing to our nation and our character as God’s people. Our souls are troubled by the growing number of deaths for our American sons and daughters and the Iraqi citizens who have done nothing to us. We pray for our soldiers. We pray for all innocent people in this conflict. We pray for the war to end before a greater catastrophe happens.
 
What does Jesus say to us now? “My soul is troubled.” It is ironic that we are now in the season of Lent, as Jesus is headed to a cross. 
This war is another crucifixion---a time of wrenching grief. There is a heaviness among us, a flatness, a lack of joy. We’re a people in mourning. As Pope John Paul has said, war is always a defeat for humanity. 
 
The Christian church cannot remain silent in the face of this war. If we remain silent, we betray the faith Jesus taught us. God help us to do all we can to end the war and bring our troops home.
 
Today we come to the Lord’s Table to receive peace--the peace of God, Christ’s peace, given through these symbols of bread and wine. Let us find here nurture and courage to live the faith Jesus taught us.
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